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Practical
SANCTIFICATION

✓

by Lehman Strauss

As I study my own daily experiences as a
child of God, and observe those with whom I associate in the Lord's work, I have a deep conviction that this has been a neglected phase of Christian doctrine. Many who stress continually the
great doctrine of Justification fail to see that Practical Sanctification is equally important. Satan
knows well the power of true Sanctification in the
believer's life; therefore, it is to the advancement
of his kingdom if he can perpetuate confusion in
our minds and conflict among the brethren.
God is sovereign in all matters. However,
we who are His children are wrong when we use
His sovereignty as an excuse for our sinful unwillingness to carry out our responsibility . When
William Carey was pleading for missionaries to
carry the Gospel to unevangelized peoples of the
world, a group of preachers in England tried to silence him with the words, "If God wants to evangelize the heathen, He will do it without your
help or ours." It was true, and still is, that God
can reach the heathen with the Gospel without the
help of any of us. However, it is equally true that
God in His sovereignty has ordained that men
should be the means of carrying His Gospel to the
unevangelized. The sovereignty of God in sanctifying Jeremiah and Paul to preach His Word, and
that before they were born, did not relieve them
of their responsibility to obey God's call when it
came to them. In the matter of our Practical Sanctification there is that element of human responsibility. God does His work perfectly, but in the
area of personal holiness we fail.
Our standard of living, viewed from the financial and material side, has risen to an all time
high, but our standard of living, viewed from the
spiritual side, has dropped to an all time low.
Christians have time for sports, entertainment,
travel, and socializing, but little or no time for

communion with God in prayer and the study of
His Word. The marvels of saving grace call for a
life corresponding to our exalted position in
Christ. The grace of God which brings Salvation
also teaches Sanctification (Titus 2: 11, 12).
Following are other Scriptures which exhort
the Christian to self-sanctification: "But as He
which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all
manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be
ye holy; for I am holy" (I Peter 1:15,16). "Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house,
an holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ" (I Peter 2:5).
"Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be
in all holy conversation and godliness"
(II Peter 3: 11). "I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable service" (Romans 12: 1). "Having therefore these promises,
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God" (II Corinthians 7: 1).
These Scriptures do not promise an eradication of
the sin nature nor a state of perfection of this life,
but they do exhort the believer to self-dedication
and surrender to God.
The purpose of self-sanctification is to prevent sin in the life of the Christian. This is important because every child of God, as long as he is
in this body, is able to sin. When Adam sinned he
lost the Divine image and likeness with which he
was created. However, in the redemptive plan
God restores that image and likeness.
Ephesians 1:4 --"According as He hath chosen us
in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before him in
love."
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Fathomless Wonder
If you' 11 take the world's great wonders
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Creation
When in the midst of our busy lives
of rushing to and fro,
We pause to look around us
at a flower or falling snow.
We think of how God made the earth
as a habitation for lowly man.
And wonder fills our hearts.
Oh, sing praises to our God,
Oh, bless His Holy Name.
For God created the earth below,
and heavens above
And sustains and controls creation
with grace, mercy, and love.
Anonymous
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And heap them into one,
You'll begin to get a picture
Of the worth of God's dear Son.
He's more majestic than the mountains,
Mightier than a rolling sea;
More gentle than the morning dew,.
More stately than a tree.
He's more glorious than the stars
Twinkling up high,
More spectacular than a sunset
In the reddish, evening sky.
He's sweeter than the fragrance,
Of a field of lovely flowers;
And every day we spend with Him,
He's sweeter by the hour.
And yet there's understanding
In my dear Lord's blessed face,
Patience, love, and kindness
That never will erase.
So if the world's great wonders
Shine forth in their splendor,
Let's give to Him thanksgiving,
And all our love surrender.
Janet Ebel
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by Dr. James T. Jeremiah

THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH.

WEALTH BEYOND COMPARE

A man who was very much interested in old
books ran into an unbookish acquaintance of his
who had just thrown away an old Bible which had
been in the attic of his ancestral home for generations. The latter happened to mention it. "Somebody named Guten-- something or other had
printed it," he further stated. "Not Gutenberg,"
gasped the book lover. "You idiot! You threw
away one of the first books ever printed. A copy
sold at auction recently for over $400,000." The
other man was unmoved. "My copy wouldn't
have brought a dime," he said, "some fellow by
the name of Martin Luther had scribbled all over
it." (Rota-Tooter: Webster City, Iowa).
Unfortunately there are many today who do
not appreciate the true value of the Word of God.
Its riches are not any greater because the message
was printed on the first printing press or written in
by one of the reformers. In speaking of the words
of God, David said: "More to be desired are they
than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also
than honey and the honeycomb" (Psalm 19:10).
The great 119th Psalm records the testimony
of the writer. "The law of thy mouth is better unto
me than thousands of gold and silver ... Therefore
I love thy commandments above gold; yea, above
fine gold" (Psalm 119:72, 127).
A father was one day reading to his little boy
from the 8th chapter of Genesis about the offering

Noah made to God after he had been released
from the ark. The Bible says that as the smoke ascended from the altar, "the Lord smelled a sweet
savour." Turning to the little lad the father said,
"Doesn't it seem strange to think that God could
smell a SWEET savour from that burning meat?
To us the smell of burning meat is very unpleasant." The boy answered at once, "Well, it
wasn't the meat God smelled, Daddy; it was
Noah's HEART God smelled!" He was right!
"For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in
them that are saved, and in them that perish" (II
Corinthians 2: 15).
The Bible not only tells us how rich we are
but how we are accepted before a Holy God. No
other book does that! "In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of his grace; wherein he
hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; (Ephesians 1:7-8).
"But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellwoship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin" (I John 1:7).
Of primary importance is to know that, as
sinners, we may have an eternal right relationsip
with a holy God. The Bible, God's Word, gives
us assurance that this is possible in Christ. How
rich we are! Money cannot buy this!
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Should I Have a Will?
Should I have a will? That is a question often
asked by Senior Saints, especially those who
have little in the way of earthly possessions.
The answer - almost without exception - is
yes. A will is an important and necessary document.
For a Christian, stewardship should be an
important function of his or her service to God,
and a will is part of that service.
The Bible teaches that God told Hezekiah to
"set thine house in order ... " II Kings 20: 1. So
does God speak to us to be faithful and set our
houses (our affairs) in order.
A will is a final way to set your affairs in
order. It allows you to:
- determine to whom your possessions will pass at death
- tell whom you want to serve as
your personal representative
- instruct the Probate Court not to
make your personal representative
post bond
- avoid unnecessary federal and state
estate taxes
- give part of your estate to an organization doing the Lord's work - like
your local church, Christian colege, or other worthwhile Christian
organization.
Yes, a will is an important document for you
as a steward of God's possessions here on earth.
Want to know more? For a free brochure, You
Can't Take It With You, write to Living Springs,
P.O. Box 601, Cedarville, Ohio 45314
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Can you ever remember riding a horse and
buggy to church? I can't, but while working at the
Ohio Masonic Home, I met a wonderful Christian lady who does remember going to church by
this mode. This lady, Mrs. Lillard Brown, lives
in the Ohio Masonic Home in Springfield. She
was born over eighty-four years ago in Kentucky
near Versailles, and her rebirth took place when
she was fifteen years old during a revival held at a
small Baptist church.
Some of the disadvantages of the horse and
buggy age were that Lillard could not always
make it to church because of the weather; and the
church did not have the many youth activities that
we have today. Throughout her life she was a
faithful student of the Bible. After Lillard moved
from her home church, she was able to be more
active in the church. Some of the ministries she
had in the different churches she belonged to
were being president of her Sunday School class,
chairman of circles, a member of diverse committees, and a deaconess.
Even today, while living in the nursing
home, she feels lost if she cannot go to chapel services and worship God. Lillard goes to chapel
services, Bible studies, communions, and has her
own private devotions.
When asked about a special answer to prayer that sticks out in her mind, she told how God
Thought:
"The Bible is meant to be
not cake for special occa
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Pitts
had restored her to health after suffering from
what the doctors thought was a fatal illness. She
could not walk and then was unconscious for
weeks. She knows the many prayers of her
church, friends, and relatives were answered in
her healing. Today she walks about two miles in
the morning. Lillard has also seen God's strength
bring her through other trying times such as the
deaths of her husband and two daughters. Lillard
knows that without God she could not have endured these experiences.
The Lord has blessed her today with fourteen grandchildrean and six great-grandchildren
and another great-grandchild on the way. Lillard
has learned to be content in whatever circumstances she finds herself. When first coming to the
nursing home five years ago, she was very homesick and lonely, but now she appreciates the good
care she receives. She feels that it is important for
her to keep busy and active. Lillard does keep busy by worshipping God, taking walks, cooking,
and baking (her apple pies are great). Lillard also
has a special time in the evening when she makes
coffee for the nurses. First she started having coffee with one nurse, but now there is quite a gathering of nurses at this time. As Mrs. Brown
would say, she keeps on keeping on because she
knows God is with her.

bread for our daily use,
.
"
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Noteworthy
by LoAnna Hamilton
Harriet Beecher Stowe is well known for her
participation in the "underground railway" and
the writing of Uncle Tom's Cabin. What is not
known about her is her dedication to God and her
many fine hymns.
Harriet was born the daughter of a preacher;
her mother died when Harriet was quite young.
When she was twenty, her father moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, and Harriet married Professor Calvin E. Stowe of the Lane Theological Seminary.
Many sorrows filled her life as a young woman.
Her husband became ill, and for a while he was at
an eastern sanitorium. While he was there, their
baby son died from a plague. Later, her oldest
son drowned at the end of his freshman year at
Dartmouth College. During the Civil War,
another son was wounded in the head and suffered mental impairment.
Reflecting back upon these trials, Harriet
said, "I thank God there is one thing running
through all of them from the time I was thirteen
years old, and that is the intense, unwavering
sense of Christ's educating, guiding presence and
care."
Out of these difficult times came one of her
hymns which is entitled, "The Secret." Below is
the first verse.
When winds are raging o'er the upper ocean,
And billows would contend with angry roar,
'Tis said, far down, beneath the wild commotion,
That peaceful stillness reigneth evermore.
Thought:
"Let Christ conquer within and you will conquer
without."
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by Paul Sewell

Only two men of God are recorded in the
scriptures as not seeing death, the great prophet
Elijah and a particularly disciplined man named
Enoch. Enoch, whose story is briefly recorded in
Genesis 5, was honored with praise above other
men when God spared him the pain of death and
miraculously translated him to Heaven.
Enoch could be called the walking servant
because of his steadfast walk with God. His walk
is first shown by his concordance with God. In
other words, he lived on the same line of conduct
with God ... which came through much sacrifice.
Enoch believed and accepted the precepts and
laws of God. His simple trust developed a lifestyle in concordance with righteousness. I Thessalonians 2: 12 tells the Christian that we should
"walk worthy of God" because He has called us
into His kingdom.
The second quality of Enoch's walk is
shown in the controlled attitude of his own life.
He had to totally surrender his will to God. Enoch
was human and was therefore prone to sin; however, he maintained the walk of God. To remain
constant in his walk with God was to prefer others
before himself ... to humble himself at the expense of helping others.
Also involved in the controlled lifestyle is
an open access to God at all times. I Thessalonians 5: 17 reminds the Christian to "pray without
ceasing" and not quench the Holy Spirit. A harmonized walk with God cannot be accomplished
when we walk in the opposite direction of His
leading. Enoch was called to be an example and
he walked worthy of the vocation to which he was
PAGE SIX

called.
In Genesis 5:22 we read, "And Enoch
walked with God." Three hundred years later, in
verse 24, the word of God tells us that "Enoch
walked with God, and he was not: for God took
him." This was the miraculous translation from
death. The importance in these verses shows the
consistency in his walk. After the birth of his son
Methuselah, Enoch walked with God for three
hundred years. This co~sistency bears the quality
in his walk and is also recorded in the New Testament in Hebrews 11:5, "By faith Enoch was
translated that he should not see death; and was
not found, because God had translated him: for
before his translation he had this testimony, that
he pleased God." A consistency of this type
shows the solidity of his faith in God.

A Soft Answer ...
by Marla Waddle
This month's soft answer ... "Apples of Gold"
How often do we regret the words spoken on
impulse. A sudden action or statement on the part
of someone else sends them bursting from our
lips before we have time to think about them. Later, when we see the pain we have caused, we
hang our heads and acknowledge another failure.
Although what we said was true, it most likely
was neither timely nor necessary.
I believe that it was in order to prevent these
types of situations that Solomon wrote in Proverbs 25: 11: "A word fitly spoken is like apples of
gold in pictures of silver." Sometimes it is not so
much the words we say, but rather the fitness or
unfitness of them that makes the impact.
What pureness and wholesomeness an apple
represents. And what quality and beauty are synonymous with gold. As concerned Christians we
should endeavor to make our words fall with the
purity and beauty of golden apples. I have found
that the best way to accomplish this is to read
through the gospels and study the responses of
our Lord to those He encountered.
As we integrate His words into own own vocabularies and His attitudes into our minds, we
will discover that we think before we speak, and
evaluate the situation in relation to our response.
Then we should find those hurtful phrases becoming more frequently replaced by "apples of
gold" from the tree of our spirits.

Q_uizzle

by
Larry Lim
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This month begins a new year, 1981. Not surprisingly, the Bible also refers to "new" things happening at the time of our salvation and at Christ's
rtum to this world.
Fill in the crosswords using the clues provided.
The corresponding references are also given.

I.

NEW

YEARS

.i.

Across
1. Capital of Israel (Rev.21:2)
2. Human (singular) (Eph. 4:24
3. Sky or God's abode (Rev. 21:1)
Down
4. Covenant (Matt. 26:28)
5. A melody, tune (Ps. 144:9)
6. Our planet (Rev. 21:1)
7. Any animate being (II Cor. 5: 17)

Looking at
God's Creation
by
Cathi Finnimore
Hurricanes represent one of
the most powerful and most dan-'
gerous of God's creations. The
name "hurricane" originated with
Indian tribes who believed hurricanes were "huracan" or evil spirits. In actuality, a hurricane is a strong invisible
force. The term is only used to designate a wind
force of seventy-five to one hundred fifty miles
per hour. A hurricane occurs most frequently
during the months of June through October, and
they are responsible for billions of dollars of
damage each year.
A hurricane is accompanied by many other
signs besides high winds. Usually, a hurricane
includes heavy rain, thunder, and lightning.
These side effects cause as great an impact as the
hurricane itself. While the greatest damage in the
United States has occurred in the Southern Gulf
states, effects have been felt as far north as New
England.

The Christian has an unseen
force within him which can cause
as great an impact on lives as the
hurricane causes. While the impact
of a hurricane is often destructive,
the impact of the Holy Spirit is always beneficial. The verse I John
4:4 says, "Ye are of God, little
children, and have overcome them:
because greater is he that is in you
than he that is in the world."
The Holy Spirit is a force which directs.
Mark 13: 11 states, " ... whatsoever shall be given
you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that
speak, but the Holy Ghost." It is the Holy Spirit
within which should direct the Christian's witness to other people. If one allows the Spirit to
have full control of his life, his testimony before
others will have the power to draw others to the
Lord.
Just as the force of a hurricane can move
strong walls, the force of the Spirit-filled life can
move seemingly stone-hearted men. The Spirit is
able to make bold Christians just as he did in the
days of the early church.
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But whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give
him shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life.
John4:4
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